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implied in the foregoing. He must not be a passive onlooker.
He must protect the woman. He must not run for police
help ; he must not rest satisfied by pulling the alarm chain
in the train. If he is able to practise non-violence, he will
die in doing so and thus save the woman in jeopardy. If
he does not believe in non-violence, or cannot practise it,
he must try to save her by using all the force he may
have. In either way there must be readiness on his part
to lay down his life.

If old, decrepit and toothless, as I am, I were to plead
non-violence and be a helpless witness of assault on the
honour of a sister, my so-called Mahatmaship would be
ridiculed, dishonoured and lost. If I or those like me were
to intervene and lay down our lives whether violently or
non-violently, we would surely save the prey and at any
rate we would not remain living witness to her dishonour.

So much about the witnesses. But if the courageous
spirit pervades the entire atmosphere of our country and
it is known that no Indian will stand women being as-
saulted, I venture to say that no soldier will dare to touch
them. That such a spirit does not exist is a matter of shame
for us. But it will be something, if persons ready to wipe
out this blot are forthcoming.

Those who have influence with the Government will
try to get the authorities to take the necessary action. But
self-help is the best help. In the present circumstances
we may rely only on our own strength and God's help.
On the train to Wardha, 19-2-'42

Harijan, l-3-'42
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